
 Texas Florida Delaware California 
Title: Sunset Advisory 

Commission 
Joint Sunset Committee Joint Sunset Committee Joint Sunset Review 

Committee 
Population: 24,782,3021 18,537,9692 885,1223 36,961,6644 
State employees per 
1000 residents: 

12 10 30 11 

Sunset creation: 19775 20066 19797 20108 
Dedicated staff: 329 4 110 1 
Allied 
staff/organizations: 

State Auditor, 
Legislative Budget 
Board, Legislative 
Committees11

 

Office of Program 
Policy Analysis and 
Government 
Accountability, Auditor 
General12 

Division of Research of 
Legislative Council and 
of the Office of the 
Controller General13 

Legislative policy 
committees, Bureau of 
State Audits, Legislative 
Analyst's Office, Little 
Hoover Commission 

Committee composition: 12: 5 House members, 5 
Senate members, 2 
public members14 

10: 5 Senate, 5 House of 
Representatives15 

10: 5 Senators, 5 
members of the House 
of Representatives16 

10:  5 
Assemblymembers, 5 
Senators17   

Term limits? No18  Yes:  8 years, House, 
Senate, and Governor19 

No20 Yes: 6 years, Assembly; 
8 years, Senate21 

How entities are selected 
for evaluation: 

Legislature schedules 
agencies for review by 
function22 

Enabling legislation; 
entities are grouped 
together by function23 

Entities are suggested by 
legislators and voted on 
by the JSC members in 
May/June. 24 

Sunset dates are 
determined by 
legislation. 

Number of reviewable 
entities: 

+/- 15025 3326 450+27 550+ 

Entities reviewed per 
year: 

20-3028 4-629 4-7, depending on 
complexity 

4-530 

Notable: Certain agencies, such as 
universities and courts, 
are not subject to the 
Sunset Act. Some 
constitutionally created 
agencies, such as the 
Board of Pardons and 

The Joint Legislative 
Sunset Committee was 
not funded in the FY 
2010-11 General 
Appropriations Act, and 
the Committee ceased 
operations on June 30, 

The purpose of [Sunset 
Review] is not to 
terminate agencies 
which are sufficiently 
meeting a recognized 
State need and which are 
accountable to and 

Constitutionally created 
agencies or those 
relating to postsecondary 
education are excluded 
from review by statute.32 



Paroles and the Board of 
Trustees of the Teacher 
Retirement System of 
Texas, are subject to 
Sunset review but not 
abolishment. 
 

2010.   
 

responsive to the public 
interests. Rather, the 
purpose of [Sunset 
Review] is to use the 
review mechanism to 
strengthen and support 
these agencies.31 
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